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Hello, my brothers and sisters. Welcome back to the cogpod. In this podcast #9, we 
gonna explore the question, ‘Is God’s love unconditional? And the answer to that 
question, in a word, is no, and God’s love never has been. There have been Many, 
many, pastors that have stated that God’s love for all mankind is unconditional. ‘God 
loves you unconditionally’, they say… and that thought can give one a sense of 
security. The problem though, is that it’s just not true. Go back to the very beginning, 
in the garden of Eden. Jehovah has always set forth conditions for His Earthly 
children, with extremely serious consequences when those conditions are not 
adhered to, starting with the newly formed Adam from the dust of the ground. I want 
you to notice in Gen 2:7& vss15-17 the conditions Jehovah laid out;  7Then Yahweh 
God formed man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life; and so the man became a living being. Now vss;15Then Yahweh God took the 
man and set him in the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 16And Yahweh God 
commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may surely eat; 17but 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat from it; for in the 
day that you eat from it you will surely die.”[LSB] That was a  condition wasn’t it? Did 
the conditions set out is this section of scripture have life and death implications? 
They most certainly did. And these very conditions Adam evidently shared with his 
wife Eve as Gen 3:2&3 bear witness where it says; 2And the woman said to the 
serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; 3but from the fruit of 
the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God said, ‘You shall not eat from it, and 
you shall not touch it, lest you die.’”[LSB] So we see, that Eve was aware of the 
conditions placed upon the first couple. To this day, nothing has changed regarding 
the need to meet certain conditions if we want to walk with God so as to have His 
favor and blessing and avoid death eternal. Please note how this is outlined at 1Jo 
1:5-8 says; 5This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is 
light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we claim to have fellowship with him and 
yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. [NIV] From this, It becomes clear that if we 
want to fellowship with Jehovah, and be cleansed from sin, we are required to walk in 
the light as He is in the light. Is that not a condition? Jehovah, has never said that His 
love is unconditional. Humans have said that. Please, just ask someone to show you 
a scripture that says that Jehovah’s love is unconditional. What I would like to share 
with you next, is what Jehovah himself says regarding the matter of unconditional love 
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found at Ex 34:5-7; 5Then Yahweh descended in the cloud and stood there with him, 
and He called upon the name of Yahweh. 6Then Yahweh passed by in front of him 
and called out, “Yahweh, Yahweh God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 
and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 7who keeps lovingkindness for 
thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression, and sin; yet He will by no means 
leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the 
grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.” [LSB] Does Jehovah say that His 
love is unconditional? Quite the contrary!!! Hundreds of times in the scriptures, 
Jehovah uses a two-letter word that specifies conditions that must be met if one is to 
receive His love and favor. That two-letter word is ‘if’. Wherever you see the word, ‘if’, 
in scripture, a condition always follows. In His dealings with mankind, including some 
of His most faithful servants, Jehovah many, many times uses the word, ‘if’; And when 
He does, a condition always follows. One example of this is What Jehovah spoke to 
Solomon at1Ki 3:14 where it states; 14So if you walk in My ways and keep My 
statutes and commandments, just as your father David did, I will prolong your days.” 
[BSB] There we find an ‘if’ and immediately we find the conditions. The stated 
conditions for Solomon were, that he walk in Jehovah’s ways, keep His statutes, and 
keep His commandments as did King David his father did. Where there is an ‘if’ there 
are conditions. Now back to the matter of unconditional love. There is a difference 
between being forgiving, and unconditional love. I’d like to re-read Ex 34:7where it 
says this about Jehovah’s love; 6Then Yahweh passed by in front of him and called 
out, “Yahweh, Yahweh God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 7who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, 
who forgives iniquity, transgression, and sin; yet He will by no means leave the 
guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the 
grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.” [LSB] There is no offer of 
unconditional love here. There are at least three conditions that we must meet if we 
want to remain in Jehovah’s love. The first condition is that of love, and the second is 
obedience, and the third is faith.  Deut 6:4-6 sums up the first condition when it says; 
4“Hear, O Israel!  Yahweh is our God, Yahweh is one! 5You shall love Yahweh your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6These words, 
which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. The condition of love is 
expanded at Lev19:18 where it states; 18You shall not take vengeance, and you shall 
not keep your anger against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor 
as yourself; I am Yahweh.[LSB] Jesus Highlighted the condition of love of God and 
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neighbor many times in the gospel accounts such as at Mt 22:37-40 where He said; 
37Yeshua said to him, “You shall love THE LORD JEHOVAH your God from all your 
heart and from all your soul and from all your power and from all your mind.” 38“This 
is the great and the first commandment.” 39“And the second which is like it is, 'You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.' 40On these two commands depend all The 
Written Law and The Prophets.” [HPBT] The second indispensable condition is 
obedience. Jesus highlighted the importance of obedience in scriptures like Mt 7:21-
23 when He said; 21Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but only he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22Many will say to 
Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name 
drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 23Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never 
knew you; depart from Me, you workers of lawlessness!’  Not meeting Jehovah’s 
required conditions inevitably leads to severe consequences. The words of Jesus are 
extremely worthy of note as found at Mt 25:41-46 which says; 41Then He will say to 
those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the  devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave Me nothing to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave Me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not take 
Me in, I was naked and you did not clothe Me, I was sick and in prison and you did 
not visit Me.’ 44And they too will reply, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or 
a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45Then the King 
will answer, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you 
did not do for Me.’ 46And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 
into eternal life.”  From these scriptures, it should be obvious that obedience to 
Jehovah and Jesus is an indispensable condition with the severest consequences 
when the condition of obedience is not met. Jesus words mirror the words of His 
Father found at Deut 30:19,20 where is states; 19I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the 
curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your seed, 20by loving 
Yahweh your God, by listening to His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your 
life and the length of your days,  that you may live in the land which Yahweh swore to 
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.  

Also, Rev 21:8 points to several conditions of required obedience when it says; 8But 
the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those 
who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery 
lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.” [NIV] Jesus again points to 
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obedience as a condition John 14:23,24 when he said; 23Jesus replied, “Anyone who 
loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them 
and make our home with them. 24Anyone who does not love me will not obey my 
teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent 
me. [NIV] The third condition needing to be met is faith in Jehovah and Jesus.  Heb 
11:6 says; 6And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly 
seek him. [NIV] Also Jesus said at Jo 14:1; Jesus said to his disciples, "Don't be 
worried! Have faith in God and have faith in me. [CEV] Do not these scriptures and 
many, many, others show that the love extended to mankind from Jehovah and Jesus 
is conditional and not unconditional? Eternal life awaits those who meet the 
conditions, whereas eternal death awaits those who do not. We must not allow Satan 
to blind us as he did Eve when she allowed him to dismiss Jehovah’s set conditions 
leading to the death of the entire human race. When we love Jehovah, Jesus, and our 
neighbors we establish an unbreakable bond of union as Col 3:14 points out; 
14Above all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. When we 
display this kind of  love, we remain in God’s love the same way Jesus did as He 
outlined in  Jo 15:10 where He said ; 10When you obey my commandments, you 
remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. 
Did you notice here that Jesus knew and understood that even Jehovah’s love for 
him was conditional? Jesus knew that unconditional obedience on his part was a 
requirement, if even he, was to remain in his Father Jehovah’s love. That’s why 
Jesus said at Jo 8:29; The One who sent Me is with Me. He has not left Me alone, 
because I always do what pleases Him.” Likewise, if we always put forth every effort 
do what pleases Jehovah, then we too will remain in Jehovah’s love just like our 
brother Jesus. It is the only way we can. Jesus loved Jehovah. Jesus obeyed 
Jehovah. Jesus had faith in Jehovah; and so must we if we want His love. 

Though Jehovah’s love is not unconditional, let’s review the nature of His love as we 
read in Ex 34:5-7. That scripture said that the love of Jehovah, and we’ll include 
Jesus, is compassionate, it is gracious, it is slow to anger, it is abounding in 
lovingkindness and truth, it forgives iniquity and transgression and sin. The love 
Jehovah and Jesus show us is demonstrated in the same way we see godly parents 
and grandparents demonstrating love for their children, and grandchildren, whom they 
deeply love. In conclusion, this kind of love reminds of us of four final scriptures to 
drive home the point that the love of Jehovah and Jesus is not unconditional. The first 
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is Mt 7:9-11 which says; 9Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a 
stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11So if you who are evil know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven 
give good things to those who ask Him! The second is Heb 6:4-12; 4For it is 
impossible to bring back to repentance those who were once enlightened—those who 
have experienced the good things of heaven and shared in the Holy Spirit, 5who have 
tasted the goodness of the word of God and the power of the age to come— 6and 
who then turn away from God. It is impossible to bring such people back to 
repentance; by rejecting the Son of God, they themselves are nailing him to the cross 
[stake] once again and holding him up to public shame. 

7When the ground soaks up the falling rain and bears a good crop for the farmer, it 
has God’s blessing. 8But if a field bears thorns and thistles, it is useless. The farmer 
will soon condemn that field and burn it. 

9Dear friends, even though we are talking this way, we really don’t believe it applies 
to you. We are confident that you are meant for better things, things that come with 
salvation. 10For God is not unjust. He will not forget how hard you have worked for 
him and how you have shown your love to him by caring for other believers,b as you 
still do. 11Our great desire is that you will keep on loving others as long as life lasts, in 
order to make certain that what you hope for will come true. 12Then you will not 
become spiritually dull and indifferent. Instead, you will follow the example of those 
who are going to inherit God’s promises because of their faith and endurance. [NLT] 

The third is Heb 12:7-9 which reads; 7Endure suffering as discipline; God is treating 
you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? 8If you do not experience 
discipline like everyone else, then you are illegitimate children and not true 
sons. 9Furthermore, we have all had earthly fathers who disciplined us, and we 
respected them. Should we not much more submit to the Father of our spirits and 
live?   

The fourth is Mt 12:31,32; 31“So I tell you, every sin and blasphemy can be 
forgiven—except blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, which will never be 
forgiven. 32Anyone who speaks against the Son of Man can be forgiven, but anyone 
who speaks against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven, either in this world or in the 
world to come. 
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May we lovingly assume our responsibility to meet the conditions that warrant the love 
of Jehovah, Jesus, and our neighbors for all eternity, never taking any of them for 
granted.  Once again, those conditions are love, obedience and faith. 

In our next podcast #10, we will investigate the only way really get to know Jehovah 
and Jesus, and how to demonstrate that we live in that knowledge. Living in that 
knowledge leads to life eternal. I hope that you will join us on the journey.  So, until 
then, my brothers and sisters. This is brother Ed saying so long for now.  

 

 

 


