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IDENTIFYING MY GOD GIVEN GIFT AND ITS PURPOSE

Hello, my brothers and sisters. A very warm welcome back to the Cog Pod. I’m your
host, brother Ed. Podcast #13 is entitled, ‘Identifying my God Given Gift and its
Purpose’. So, let’s get into it.

‘Why am | here?’ is a question that many a godly person has asked themselves. Have
you ever asked yourself the same question? Some have asked that question because of
feeling useless while living a life that seems to lack purpose. Many of us, however,
having been well satisfied in our personal relationship with Jehovah our God and Father
and His son Jesus, may have asked them, ‘What do you want me to do next?’ There is a
scriptural account that all the children of God might consider regarding our
responsibility with whatever we have been afforded by God, no matter how seemingly
great or how seemingly small. It is found in Jo 21. Let’s look at vss 15-17 which read; 15
When they had finished eating, Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you
love Me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he answered, “You know | love You.” Jesus
replied, “Feed My lambs.” 16 Jesus asked a second time, “Simon son of John, do you
love Me?” “Yes, Lord,” he answered, “You know | love You.” Jesus told him, “Shepherd
My sheep.” 17 Jesus asked a third time, “Simon son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was
deeply hurt that Jesus had asked him a third time, “Do you love Me?” “Lord, You know all
things,” he replied. “You know | love You.” Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. [BSB] If
you are familiar with the account, you know that Jesus questions Peter after an
astounding miraculous catch of fish. Fishing was Peter’s occupation as well as that of
some of the other apostles. So, Jesus’ question to Peter in effect was, ‘Does you fishing
business take priority over your love for me? We do well to have the same question
addressed to us. Do our earthly pursuits take precedence over our love for Jehovah and
Jesus? Do feelings of worthlessness prevent us from expressing our love for Jehovah
and Jesus with a joyful heart? Can we too have a share, regardless of our current station
in life, in the important work of feeding the Lord’s sheep? If so, how? Thanks be to God;
an answer is found in His word. Feeding builds up and nourishes the body, does it not?
So how may we as individuals build up and nourish the body of Christ? Eph 4:11-16
gives us an answer to that question when it says; 11 And it was He who gave some to be
apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and
teachers, 12 to equip the saints for works of ministry and to build up the body of

Christ, 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God, as
we mature to the full measure of the stature of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be
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infants, tossed about by the waves and carried around by every wind of teaching and by
the clever cunning of men in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in
love, we will in all things grow up into Christ Himself, who is the head. 16 From Him the
whole body, fitted and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds
itself up in love through the work of each individual part. [BSB] So from this we see that
each member of the congregation can feed and build up the body with our God-given
gifts and talents. What are some of the gifts and talents that members of the body of
Christ possess? Let’s go to 1Cor 12: 4-31 to find out. It reads; 4 There are different gifts,
but the same Spirit. 5 There are different ministries, but the same Lord. 6 There are
different ways of working, but the same God works all things in all people. 7 Now to
each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is
given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge
by the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by
that one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another
distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in various tongues, and to still
another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, who apportions them to each one as He determines.

12 The body is a unit, though it is composed of many parts. And although its parts are
many, they all form one body. So itis with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free, and we were all given one
Spirit to drink.

14 For the body does not consist of one part, but of many. 15 If the foot should say,
“Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a
part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not belong
to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body
were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where
would the sense of smell be?

18 But in fact, God has arranged the members of the body, every one of them, according
to His design. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there
are many parts, but one body.

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “l do not need you.” Nor can the head say to the feet,
“l do not need you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
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indispensable, 23 and the parts we consider less honorable, we treat with greater
honor. And our unpresentable parts are treated with special modesty, 24 whereas our
presentable parts have no such need.

But God has composed the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked
it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its members should have
mutual concern for one another. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one
partis honored, every part rejoices with it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each of you is a member of it. 28 And in the
church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then
workers of miracles, and those with gifts of healing, helping, administration, and various
tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work

miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31
But eagerly desire the greater gifts.

And now | will show you the most excellent way. [BSB] So from this section of scripture
we see that the gifts of the members are many and varied. The gifts in men and women
among the children of God today, are not miraculously granted as they were in the first
century as our brother Paul pointed out in 1Cor 13:8-10 which reads; 8 Love never fails.
But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be
restrained; where there is knowledge, it will be dismissed. 9 For we know in part and we
prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial passes away. [BSB] Though
the time has passed for the children of God to receive these types of gifts miraculously,
we today still possess various gifts that can build up the body of fellow believers. An
excellent scriptural case in point is found at Acts 9:36-39. It reads; 36 In Joppa there
was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was always doing
good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and her body
was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when the
disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him,
“Please come at once!” 39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken
upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the
robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them. [NIV] Did
you notice the impactful gift that Tabitha used to build up and comfort the body of
Christ? It was the ‘Always doing good and helping the poor’ as well as the ‘making of
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robes and other clothing’. Using her gift in connection with the congregation was so
impactful, was so encouraging, was so profound, that upon her death, the disciples
were so disturbed and devasted that they urgently sent for the Apostle Peter to come at
once. Did you ever consider that making clothes for members of the congregation could
have that much impact? What about preparing a meal? Making auto repairs? Doing
housework for the elderly and infirmed? Using and teaching your computer skills to
benefit members of the congregation? Serving as a chauffeur? Using your carpentry and
construction skills? Some of us are outstanding comforters. Some of us are outstanding
organizers, musicians, singers, tutors and the list of individual gifts goes on and on. For
many of us, our gift lies in giving support to godly causes. For some, the gift of youth is
theirs. For others, their gift is the wisdom that God has given the elderly. There is a
portion of 1Cor 12 that bears revisiting. They are vss 14-21 which again reads; 14 For the
body does not consist of one part, but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because | am
not a hand, | do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the
body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an
eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would
the sense of smell be?

18 But in fact, God has arranged the members of the body, every one of them, according
to His design. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are
many parts, but one body.

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “l do not need you.” Nor can the head say to the feet,
“l do not need you.” [BSB] In the body of Christ, it’s not about who or what YOU want to
be, it’s about recognizing where Jehovah has designated our place to be in the body of
Christ. Some might say; ‘Well, if | can’t be a preacher, | don’t want to be of the body.
Well, if | can’t be a teacher, | don’t want to be part of the body. Well, if | can’t head up
this committee, | don’t want to be part of the body. Well, if | can’t do and be what | want
to be, | don’t want to be part of the body. It’s paramount that we recognize vs 18 which
says; 18 But in fact, God has arranged the members of the body, every one of them,
according to His design. We are all given certain gifts and talents from Jehovah God
through Jesus Christ. The gifts we are given, are to be used to best facilitate the
functioning of the body of Christ made up of fellow believers. Our fellow believers will
let us know what they love about us and what they see as an outstanding gift or talent.
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Whether it’s our voice, our kindness, our hospitality, our cheerfulness, our ability to
comfort, our generosity, our honesty, our caring, our cooking and the list goes on and
on. They will let us know if they love our teaching or preaching. And if we are wisely
paying attention, they will also let us know if what we are trying to do is not our gift.
Some of us are not good preachers, even though we’d like to be. Some of us are not
good teachers, even though we’d like to be. Some of us are not good singers, even
though we’d like to be. Some of us are not good with computers, even though we’d like
to be. Some of us are not good cooks, even though we’d like to be. Some of us are not
good coordinators, even though we’d like to be. And the list goes on and on. Godly
humility will help us recognize our God given gifts and talents with the help of our fellow
believers. Notice what our brother Peter said about our brother Paul at 2Pet 3: 15-16
where he writes; 15 Consider also that our Lord’s patience brings salvation, just as our
beloved brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom God gave him. 16 He writes this
way in all his letters, speaking in them about such matters. Some parts of his letters are
hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the rest of
the Scriptures, to their own destruction. [BSB] Did you notice that Peter highlighted the
wisdom that God gave Paul? Paul commented regarding this God-given wisdom at 2Cor
12: 2-7 which states; 2 | know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to
the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of it | do not know, but God knows. 3
And | know that this man—whether in the body or out of it | do not know, but God
knows— 4 was caught up to Paradise. The things he heard were inexpressible, things
that man is not permitted to tell. 5 | will boast about such a man, but | will not boast
about myself, except in my weaknesses. 6 Even if | wanted to boast, | would not be a
fool, because | would be speaking the truth. But | refrain, so no one will credit me with
more than he sees in me or hears from me, 7 or because of these surpassingly great
revelations. [BSB] Our brother Paul manifested many gifts of the spirit to which his
fellow believers could testify having been eyewitnesses. In identifying our gift or gifts of
the spirit, Jehovah will manifest it to us, and our fellow believers will testify to it.

We must be careful not to allow pride or ambition to convince us that we possess gifts
that are not ours. This would be damaging both to the individual and to our fellow
believers, thus the body of Christ would be harmed. Especially in the area of those who
are teaching in the congregation. James 3:1 is most noteworthy in this regard as it
states; Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you
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know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. [NIV] This is so because of what is
brought to our attention at 1Tim 1:7 which reads; They want to be teachers of the Law of
Moses. But they don't know what they are talking about, even though they think they do.
[CEV] Those occupying roles as teachers in the congregation are in a similar position to
the priests in Mal 2:7,8 as it says; For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge,
and people should seek instruction from his mouth, because he is the messenger of the
LORD of Hosts. / But you have departed from the way, and your instruction has caused
many to stumble. You have violated the covenant of Levi,” says the LORD of Hosts.
There is a very stern warning given by the Lord himself at Lu 17:1-3; 1 Jesus said to his
disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come, but woe to anyone
through whom they come. 2 It would be better for them to be thrown into the sea with a
millstone tied around their neck than to cause one of these little ones to stumble. 3 So
watch yourselves. The future of those that stumble others with false teachings is
revealed to us at 2Pet 2:1-3 which reads; 1 But there were also false prophets in Israel,
just as there will be false teachers among you. They will cleverly teach destructive
heresies and even deny the Master who bought them. In this way, they will bring sudden
destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their evil teaching and shameful
immorality. And because of these teachers, the way of truth will be slandered. 3In their
greed they will make up clever lies to get hold of your money. But God condemned them
long ago, and their destruction will not be delayed. But these false shepherds and
teachers are subject matter for another podcast.

In conclusion, let’s restate what we’ve learned from the scriptures as to identifying our
God-given gifts and talents and the purpose of our individual gifts.

The scriptures have shown us in 1Cor 12 that the gifts among members of the
congregation may be many and varied.

The scriptures have shown us at 1Cor 13: 8 that the miraculous gifts of the spirit were to
be done away with as time passed.

The scriptures have shown us in 1Cor 12 that whatever gifts we have are to be used to
build up the body of Christ, our fellow believers.

Our fellow believers can help us identify our God-given talents by their testimonies
regarding what stands out as intrinsic in our person. Itis very important that we
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recognize and humbly accept that we may not have the gifts we desire and not damage
ourselves or our fellow believers by insisting on trying to be something that Jehovah God
has not given us in the way of a gift. The principle found at Php 3:15 is worthy of
consideration when it says; 15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view
of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you.
Especially is this so in regard to those teaching in the congregation.

Our desire for all who are part of God’s household is to prayerfully identify their God-
given gifts and talents, and to use them for their intended purpose, which is the building
up of the Body of Christ.

This is brother Ed saying so long for now and | hope to see you soon in podcast #14
where we search the scriptures regarding whether we will spend our eternal future life in
heaven or on Earth. It’s gonna be goooood!!!! Bye now.
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