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BIBLICAL HEADSHIP-A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH

Part One

Hello again, my brothers and sisters. A hearty welcome back to the Cog Pod. This is
your host brother Ed. In Podcast #12, entitled ‘Biblical Headship- A Matter Of Life and
Death’, we’ll discuss the issue of biblical headship. It stirs a great deal of debate and
controversy in modern-day society. Questions like: Who should be the head of the
Christian family? Should there even be a head in the modern- day Christian family?
Who is head of the congregation of God? Are the biblically desighated roles of headship
just? What exactly does the bible teach as to headship? What happens when Jehovah’s
designated arrangement of headship is violated? How long has headship been an
issue? These are just some of the questions and issues surrounding biblical headship.
So where do we begin? Let’s begin with a breakdown of Jehovah’s headship
arrangement from the top down.

The first scripture that we’ll turn our attention to in this regard is 1Chron 29:10&11
where it reads; 10 Wherefore David blessed Jehovah before all the assembly; and David
said, Blessed be thou, O Jehovah, the God of Israel our father, for ever and ever. 11
Thine, O Jehovah, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the
majesty: for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O
Jehovah, and thou art exalted as head above all. [ASV] The issue of headship begins
with Jehovah God. As creator of all that exists both visible and invisible Rev 4: 11 rightly
establishes beyond any question why Jehovah is head over all when it states; “You are
worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all
things, and by your will they were created and have their being.” [NIV] So, according to
these scriptures, we need to recognize, as related by King David, That Jehovah is head
over all in heaven and on Earth. Ps 148:2 shows that all the faithful angels recognize him
as Head over all by giving him praise in these words; Praise him, all his angels; praise
him, all his heavenly armies. [CSB] Any entity in heaven or on Earth that does not
obediently recognize and acknowledge Jehovah as head over all will, in time, simply
cease to exist. Satan recognizes that Jehovah is head over all, but not obediently.
Billions of humans and angels recognize Jehovah as head over all, but not obediently. It
reminds us of what our Lord Jesus said at Lu 6:46 where he stated; “So why do you keep
calling me ‘Lord, Lord!” when you don’t do what | say? [NLT] This should prompt us to
soberly call to mind Heb 12:28 & 29 where it warns; 28 Therefore, since we are receiving
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a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably
with reverence and awe, 29 for our “God is a consuming fire.” [NIV] Recognizing Jehovah
as head over all requires strict obedience. The kind that Jesus demonstrates by example
when He said at John 8:29; He who sent Me is with Me. He has not left Me alone,
because | always do what pleases Him.” [BSB] What is always the result when we do not
recognize Jehovah’s headship? Let’s go back to Genesis 3:1-20 where we find the very
first recorded instances of disregarding Jehovah’s headship arrangement and see what
we can learn from it. It reads; 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the
field which Yahweh God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said,
‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent,
“From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; 3 but from the fruit of the tree
which is in the midst of the garden, God said, ‘You shall not eat from it, and you shall not
touch it, lest you die.”” 4 And the serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not die! 5
For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 Then the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to

make one wise, so she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with
her, and he ate. 7 And the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings. 8
Then they heard the sound of Yahweh God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of Yahweh God in the midst
of the trees of the garden. 9 Yahweh God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?” 10 And he said, “l heard the sound of You in the garden, and | was afraid because |
was naked; so | hid.” 11 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten from the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” 12 And the man said, “The
woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave to me from the tree, and | ate.” 13 Then
Yahweh God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” And the woman said,
“The serpent deceived me, and | ate.” 14 And Yahweh God said to the serpent, “Because
you have done this, Cursed are you more than any of the cattle, And more than every
beast of the field; On your belly you will go, And dust you will eat All the days of your life;
15 And | will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her
seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.” 16 To the
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woman He said, “l will greatly multiply Your pain and conception, In pain you will bear
children;

Your desire will be for your husband, And he will rule over you.” 17 Then to Adam He
said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten from the tree
about which | commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’; Cursed is the ground
because of you; In pain you will eat of it All the days of your life. 18 Both thorns and
thistles it shall grow for you; And you will eat the plants of the field; 19 By the sweat of
your face You will eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because from it you were
taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return.” 20 Now the man called his wife’s
name Eve, because she was the mother of all the living. [LSB] There is so much to learn
regarding the importance of biblical headship from this account. So, just where do we
begin? Why not from the beginning!!!

Evidently, the first entity to spurn and disregard biblical headship from vss 1-5 of the
account, was Satan the devil. Our brother John was inspired to write at 1Jo 3:8; The one
who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. [NIV]
The first sinner came from the spirit realm in the person of the original serpent, Satan.
His very approach to the woman was in violation of the headship arrangement.
Obviously, there was no way he could seduce the woman to sin against Jehovah in
obedient recognition of Jehovah’s headship. Satan was the first to disregard Jehovah’s
headship arrangement. With what result? Fast forward to Rev 20:10 which reads; And
the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, into which
the beast and the false prophet had already been thrown. There they will be tormented
day and night forever and ever. [BSB] The result of Satan’s not obediently recognizing
Jehovah’s rightful headship? The second death from which there is no return, for all
eternity. Now who, according to the biblical record, was the second to disregard the
headship arrangement? Vs 6 shows that it was the woman. The scripture at 1 Tim 2:14
plainly shows that the woman was deceived at when it states; And it was not Adam who
was deceived, but the woman who was deceived and fell into transgression. [BSB]
Rather than defer and wait on her God appointed head, Adam, she ate the fruit. Then in
the very same verse, Eve then gave the fruit to Adam, [the third to disregard the
headship arrangement] and he ate. Rather than wait on the his head, the Head over all
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Jehovah, Adam disregarded the arrangement of headship, and did not wait on Jehovah,
for direction as to what to do. With what result? Vss 16-19 of the account points out that
not recognizing Jehovah’s headship arrangement brought them, and all mankind,
horrific pain, agony, and death.

The headship arrangement for all humanity is outlined in scripture at 1Cor 11:3 which
reads; But | want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, and the head
of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God. [BSB]

Now let’s break that down scripturally. The head of every man is Christ. Christis the
head of every man. All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Jesus. At Acts
3:22,23 the apostle Peter quotes Moses in saying; 22 “Moses said, 'THE LORD JEHOVAH
shall raise up to you a Prophet like me from your brothers. Hear him in everything that
he will speak with you.”” 23 “It shall be that every soul who will not hear that Prophet,
that soul shall perish from among his people.” [HBPT] In the context of this scripture,
Peter was referring to Jesus as the Prophet that Jehovah would raise up to which those
of Jewish nation must listen to or perish. Christ is head of that foretold nation, and that
nation today is no longer Israel, but the true Christian congregation, not the professed
Christian congregation. All Christians must obey Christ, for if not, they cannot truly be
called or recognized as Christians. Again, as Jesus said at Lu 6:46; “So why do you keep
calling me ‘Lord, Lord!” when you don’t do what | say? However, the headship
arrangement breaks down further.

In this God ordained arrangement, the man is the head of the woman. What does that
entail? Notice Eph 5:25-30. It reads; 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved
the church and gave Himself up for her 26 to sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing
with water through the word, 27 and to present her to Himself as a glorious church,
without stain or wrinkle or any such blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In the same
way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife
loves himself. 29 Indeed, no one ever hated his own body, but he nourishes and
cherishes it, just as Christ does the church. 30 For we are members of His body. [NIV]

Christian husbandly headship carries great responsibility and calls for great
accountability. A Christian husband must always keep in mind that he is married to one
of Jehovah the Almighty’s daughters, and any children he fathers actually belong to
Jehovah, the ultimate grandfather. Who, in their right mind would abuse the precious
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daughter of a great and powerful king in whom he finds delight or the grandchildren of
the said king? If he abused his wife then he would face the reality of 1Pet 3:7 which
says; 7Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat
them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life,
so that nothing will hinder your prayers. [NIV] To illustrate: Your daughter calls you from
the hospital and informs you that her husband has physically abused her to such an
extent that it has required hospitalization. Next your son-in-law calls and wants you to
go with him to a ball game because he considers you a great friend and has purchased
the tickets for both of you. You ask in shock: “Did you just put my daughter in hospital?”
He replies: “Yeah, but you know the kind of mouth she has. You raised her. But what
does that have to do with you and me going to the game we’ve been looking forward to
all year? That was between her and me, not me and you. “Pop, he says, you’ve been
nothing but good to me. I’ve got nothing against you. Can’t we just go to the game and
enjoy ourselves?” Your first thought is; “Has this fool lost his mind? You just put my baby
girlin the hospital, and you think that we can go a game together like nothing has
happened?” Now, what if the abuse had been mental, emotional or psychological,
would the father feel any different if his daughter had to be hospitalized for any of those
abuses? Of course not!!! The mistreatment of his daughter, would drastically change
the dynamics of the relationship with his son-in-law would it not?

Every good father would love to see his daughter with the kind of husband described at
Col 3:19; Husbands, love your wives [with an affectionate, sympathetic, selfless love
that always seeks the best for them] and do not be embittered or resentful toward them
[because of the responsibilities of marriage]. [AMP] A good father-in-law knows that his
daughter is not perfect and therefore is going to at times upset his son-in-law. That is
understandable. But abuse is never on the table, never. A Christian husband always
puts his wife’s well-being ahead of his own, always, as the Christ does the
congregation. A Christian husband will use the word of God to resolve controversial
issues that might arise with his wife, because as 2Tim 3:16 says from the Amp Bible; All
Scripture is God-breathed [given by divine inspiration] and is profitable for instruction,
for conviction [of sin], for correction [of error and restoration to obedience], for training
in righteousness [learning to live in conformity to God’s will, both publicly and
privately—behaving honorably with personal integrity and moral courage]. [AMP] ltis in
the water of the word of God that a Christian husband will bathe his wife and all who are
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his. In doing so such a man gains God’s smile of favor. It will be as Ps 1:1-3 states; 1
Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, Nor standeth in the
way of sinners, Nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers: 2 But his delight is in the law of
Jehovah; And on his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree
planted by the streams of water, That bringeth forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf
also doth not wither; And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. [ASV] A truly Godly
Husband and father couldn’t ask for more of a blessing than that. A Christian husband
is bound by Jehovah to exercise headship in such a way.

Another command for Christian husbands regarding their children, Jehovah’s
grandchildren, is found at Col 3:21 which reads; 21 Fathers, do not

provoke or irritate or exasperate your children [with demands that are trivial or
unreasonable or humiliating or abusive; nor by favoritism or indifference; treat them
tenderly with lovingkindness], so they will not lose heart and become

discouraged or unmotivated [with their spirits broken]. [AMP] Many a child has been
turned from the way of the truth because of abusive treatment and tactics from errant
Christian fathers. They may have been well intentioned, not recognizing it as abuse, but
rather, in their minds, seeing it as a form of discipline and a warped form of
encouragement. Eph 6:4 adds to a father’s responsibility in these words; 4 Fathers, do
not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them. Rather, bring them up with
the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord. [NIV] What does this entail?
Let’s let Deut. 6:6-9 tell us. It reads; 6 These words | am commanding you today are to
be upon your hearts. 7 And you shall teach them diligently to your children and speak of
them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up. 8 Tie them as reminders on your hands and bind them on your
foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorposts of your houses and on your gates. [BSB] So
we see that a father should continually and incessantly teach or bathe his childrenin
the word of God. This can only be done if the word of God is truly entrenched in the
father’s heart. As has well been said, ‘you cannot teach what you have not learned’. But
what about the wife and children? Where do they stand in regard to the headship
arrangement? What are their designated roles? Please join us in part 2 of podcast #12
where this will be discussed. This is brother Ed saying so long for now, and | hope to join
up with you soon in part 2.
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PART 2

Hello, my brothers and sisters, and welcome back to the Cog pod. This is your host
brother Ed. In part 1 of this podcast regarding Biblical Headship, we scripturally
established that Jehovah is Head over ALL, Jesus is the head of man, and that the man
is head of the woman. Now in part 2 we will turn our attention to the headship
arrangement for Christian wives. This is spelled out quite nicely at Eph 5:22-24; 22
Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the
wife as Christ is the head of the church, His body, of which He is the Savior. 24 Now as
the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in
everything. [NIV] This has provoked much controversy with many women and men who
reverence God. Must a Christian wife bow to every wish of her husband? What if her
husband is unreasonable in his demands? What if her husband wants her to engage in
ungodly activities? What if the wife sees that a particular course would be disastrous for
the family? Is a Christian wife obligated to submit to her husband in these instances?
Col 3:18 adds a measure of clarity in regards to the questions when it says; 18 Wives,
be subject to your husbands [out of respect for their position as protector, and their
accountability to God], as is proper and fitting in the Lord. [AMP] A truly Christian
husband is not going to be unreasonable in his requests of his wife. A truly Christian
husband will not have his wife engage in ungodly activities. A truly Christian husband
will listen to his wife’s concerns as to the welfare of the family. However, sadly, there are
many husbands that claim to be Christian husbands, but their desires, works and
activities are reminiscent of Titus 1:16 which reads; They claim to know God, but by
their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing
anything good. [NIV] These nominal ‘Christian’ husbands are different from the
unbelieving husbands to which Christian wives receive admonition from our brother
Peter at 1Pet 3:1&2 which reads; 1 Wives, in the same way, submit yourselves to your
husbands, so that even if they refuse to believe the word, they will be won over without
words by the behavior of their wives 2 when they see your pure and reverent demeanor.
[BSB] Did you notice that the inspired record did not say that Christian wives must
submit to unbelieving husbands in everything? Many unbelieving men would have their
wives engage in activities that are both illegal and immoral. In those situations, a
Christian wife ‘must obey God rather that men’ as Acts 5:29 outlines. Such should, and
never would, be the case with a truly Christian husband. Can a godly wife ever firmly
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oppose a decision of a truly Christian husband? Notice two biblical accounts. The first
inin Gen 21:9-12 which reads; 9 But Sarah saw Ishmael—the son of Abraham and her
Egyptian servant Hagar—making fun of her son, Isaac.10 So she turned to Abraham and
demanded, “Get rid of that slave woman and her son. He is not going to share the
inheritance with my son, Isaac. | won’t have it!” 11 This upset Abraham very much
because Ishmael was his son. 12 But God told Abraham, “Do not be upset over the boy
and your servant. Do whatever Sarah tells you, for Isaac is the son through whom your
descendants will be counted. [NLT] Sarah was, and forceful saying, ‘l won’t have it!!!
Abraham was displeased because this was his son. And yet What did Jehovah tell
Abraham? Jehovah told him to listen to your wife as her insights and observations were
aligned with the will of Jehovah. Christian husbands should take note of this account.

A second notable account of a wife acting independently of her husband is found at 1
Sam 25. Itis an extensive account, and you are encouraged to read the entire account
as itis packed with insightful information. The essence is that Nabal, a family head,
empty-headedly made a decision that would have spelled ruin for his entire household.
His wife, Abigail, went over his head, if you will, and took action that saved the entire
household. King David blessed her sensibleness recognizing that she had been sent by
Jehovah to prevent bloodguilt. The account shows that both David and Abigail were
blessed. Godly men and women must acknowledge that the account s in the inspired
record for good reason. Again | strongly encourage you to read the entire account at
1Sam 25.

Now it is time to address children in regard to the headship arrangement. At Ex
21:15&17 Jehovah shows how seriously He takes disrespecting one’s father or mother
in action or attitude when He commands;15 “Anyone who attacks their father or mother
is to be put to death. And vs 17; 17“Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be
put to death. [NIV] No age limit is here imposed. Also, please take note of Deut 21:18-
21as to how serious a matter disobedience to parents from Jehovah’s standpoint is
where it states; 18 If someone has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his
father and mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him, 19 his father and
mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. 20 They
shall say to the elders, “This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us.
He is a glutton and a drunkard.” 21 Then all the men of his town are to stone him to
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death. You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid.
[NIV] Are you shocked at how seriously Jehovah regards the matter of disobedience to
parents even in the case of adult children? Inasmuch as Jehovah takes the matter of
obedience to parents so seriously, it would be wise to take to heart the following
scriptures regarding obedience to parents.

First let’s see what Eph 6: 1-3 has to say. It reads; 1 Children, obey your parents because
you belong to the Lord, for this is the right thing to do. 2 “Honor your father and mother.”
This is the first commandment with a promise: 3 If you honor your father and mother,
“things will go well for you, and you will have a long life on the earth.” [NLT] This
command is quite clear isn’tit? Did you note in the scripture that the children belong to
the Lord? It is in harmony with Col 3:20 which says; 20 Children, obey your parents [as
God'’s representatives] in all things, for this [attitude of respect and obedience] is well-
pleasing to the Lord [and will bring you God’s promised blessings]. [AMP] This
obedience is required to Christian parents, because again, sad to say, some parents
that claim to be Christian, have had their children engage in shameful ungodly conduct
and activities. A Christian child is not obligated to obey one’s parents in such
circumstances. There is a point of note even for adult children of God regarding one’s
parents. It is recorded for us at Prov. 22:23 which reads; 23 Listen to your father, who
gave you life, and do not despise your mother when she is old. [NIV] Did you notice that
even into our parents old age, adult godly children will listen to and be respectful of
their parents as this will be well pleasing in the Lord, and will bring us blessings.

Going back to 1Cor 11:3; But | want you to understand that the head of every man is
Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head of Christis God. [BSB] Though
many times ignored, Jesus is subject to the headship arrangement and fiercely supports
it. The Holy Scriptures clearly present Jesus as an obedient son subject to the will of his
father for all who are not blinded by church teachings. 1Cor 15:24-28, as we have
forcefully pointed out numerous times in many different podcasts, without a doubt
cements Jesus position in the headship arrangement as it clearly states; 24 Then the
end will come, when He hands over the kingdom to God the Father after He has
destroyed all dominion, authority, and power. 25 For He must reign until He has put all
His enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For “God
has put everything under His feet.” Now when it says that everything has been put under
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Him, this clearly does not include the One who put everything under Him. 28 And when
all things have been subjected to Him, then the Son Himself will be made subject to
Him who put all things under Him, so that God may be allin all. [BSB] Jehovah is the
undisputed head of Jesus according to the Holy Scriptures. Jesus will personally see to
it that all creation submits to his father Jehovah. Those that do not will simply cease to
exist. So, the come away from this podcast regarding Biblical Headship — A Matter Of
Life and Death is: The ultimate head of the Christian household is none other than
Jehovah God Himself. This is under the biblical structure of 1Cor 11:3 which states that
the head of the man is Christ, the head of the woman is the man, and the head of Christ
is God. We would be wise to recognize this biblical arrangement, for it means our very
lives. | hope that you have found this journey into the scriptures beneficial.

Podcast #13 is entitled; ‘How can | identify my God given gift’. All of Jehovah’s children
have been endowed with a gift by which we assist in building up the household of God.
Have you identified yours? Podcast #13 will embark on an informative and beneficial
journey through the scriptures regarding this important element. | look forward to
joining you on the journey. This is brother Ed saying so long for now and | hope to see
you soon.
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